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Warm welcome everyone to the very first State of the Circus.

For decades, it has been a tradition in the performing arts sector to reflect
annually on developments and challenges within the sector through a “State of
the Union”

In the 1980s, in the slipstream of the so-called Flemish Wave, the Theatre Festival
was organised for the first time. Since then, this State of the Union has been an
important moment of self-reflection and has also given rise to broader debates
and reactions. Researcher Karel Vanhaesebrouck analysed these contemporary
documents and found that a number of themes emerge from these statements
over the years:

concerns about the position of the artist,
their social responsibility,
and the fear of populism.

On 27 January, Julia Campistany will be the fifth person to share her vision of the
State of the Circus in the Netherlands during This is not a circus in Amsterdam.
Benjamin Kuitenbrouwer, Hendrik Van Maele, Maartje Bonarius and Soesja Pijilman
preceded her.

But who takes up this voice here?

Why is it important for the Flemish circus sector to take the initiative in this
regard?

There are many reasons, but | will give three:



1. Although more and more circus performances are being selected by the Theatre
Festival, not once has the decision been made to have the “State of the Union”
addressed by someone from the circus sector.

2. Although reviews of every new circus performance are published today - partly
thanks to the recent collaboration with Pzazz - the mainstream media still too
often refers to clever “circus tricks” in a somewhat derogatory manner,
demonstrating a lack of knowledge.

3. Although the minister speaks positively about the social and societal added
value of circus, especially within the youth circuses, there the necessary political
support is lacking to recognise circus as a fully-fledged art form and to provide
structural support to the circus companies that are ready for this.

This is not to say that we are the underdogs of the cultural sector.
On the contrary.

As director of Circuscentrum, | have come to know the Flemish circus sector in
recent years as an innovative, dynamic and entrepreneurial sector. Internationally
renowned, pedagogically and artistically innovative, strongly cohesive and not
afraid to roll up its sleeves. Exemplary in many areas. But at the same time, it
remains a fledgling, young sector that has to fight

to be seen,

to get the support it needs,

to work in a truly professional and therefore sustainable way,

to be able to pay wages to those who work - on stage and off,
to be able to work responsibly and safely,

to be able to work sustainably within an international context,
to inspire others as a role model, to offer opportunities

..and to let the power of circus work.

As is always the case in periods of economic downturn, culture is considered by
many to be incidental. Not a priority, at the bottom of the list when it comes to the
redistribution of tax money.



Within this challenging context, the dynamics of the circus sector are currently
under severe pressure. \We are at a tipping point: some of what has been carefully
built up over recent years is in danger of being lost. Decisions have been taken
that will have an impact on the further development of the sector over the next
five years.

V.
Circuscentrum itself has made a difference in various ways in recent years.

- As a knowledge centre, it has invested in collecting, organising, systematising
and disclosing data. The Circus Landscape Sketch has been replicated in many
countries and is considered a good practice.

- As a promoter, we have promoted Flemish circus creations in a unique and eye-
catching way far beyond our national borders. We will be able to continue to rely
on the international network we have built up for many years to come.

- We have made a strong commitment to bringing the sector together and
launched the first edition of the crash course for newcomers to the sector this
autumn.

- We continue to believe that it is important to build bridges between tradition and
innovation. Circus has value as intangible heritage, but also as an innovative art
form.

- In partnership with the youth circuses, we have ensured the further expansion of
the training opportunities for professionals in the sector. In addition to honing
pedagogical and artistic skills, special attention was also paid to working on a
safe and inclusive context.

- We invited people to put pen to paper and write about circus. In the coming
years, we will continue to focus on encouraging reflection and finding the right
words.

V.

It is difficult for me to find the right words today. This is more than an
announcement of the first State of the Circus. | am also announcing my departure
from the circus sector. After 6,5 years of hard work, | am confidently passing the
baton to my colleagues. Anne Ceulebrouck and Liv Laveyne will take over the
coordination from me as a duo.



Despite the cutbacks, Circuscentrum will continue to support the circus sector in
the coming years. However, from March onwards, others will be setting the agenda
and determining the course. | would like to sincerely thank the entire team and
board of Circuscentrum for the years of cooperation and for their trust. | would
also like to thank the many people from the circus sector who crossed my path
and inspired me time and time again. | will miss you all.

As | step down as director, | look back on a period in which we - despite the
difficult corona and post-corona years - spread our wings.

Hopefully, these will not now be clipped.

VI.

| will conclude with an answer to the question | asked at the beginning. In many
ways, it is not only an appropriate moment to launch the “State of the Circus” at
the start of this new policy period, it is a necessity.

Critical (self-)reflection is necessary for a sector to grow. But also to take a stand,
to raise our voice, to highlight the power and uniqueness of the art form, and to
identify the challenges facing the sector.

We are therefore very pleased that the Minister has taken the time to engage in
dialogue with a delegation from the circus sector and is now willing to share with
us all her vision for the future of the circus sector and the circus arts.

| am therefore pleased to give her the floor.



