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Flanders - a region in Belgium
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COLOGNE
Wallonia

% BELGIUM

» Flanders is the northern part of
Belgium

» Mainly Dutch-speaking

> 13,624 km?

> Official capital: Brussels

> Consists of five provinces:
Antwerp, Limburg, East-
Flanders, Flemish-Brabant and
West-Flanders




% History of the Circus Decree

Circus Decree 2

. . Temporary regulation Structural support
. with support for accessible for more
‘ contemporary circus organizations and 15t of May: deadline
. & reform of structural support
' . . °Cirkusin Beweging  °CircusVLO  CircusVLO>Circuscentrum  project-based support 2026-2030
1993 2001 2007 2019 2025
*‘* 1978 1998 2002 2008 2024 2026
* Circusisincludedin CircusRonaldo Memorandum of Circus Decree 1 First Evaluation
the list of cultural is appointed agreement Structural support for Landscape Sketch Circus Decree
.\(c u@ manifestations Cultural with Circuscentrumand project- Circus
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Circus Policy
in
Flanders

Circus Decree 2

Implementation :
01/01/2021

for artistic projects,
festivals, development
grants and
international travel
costs
circus companies,

circus creation
spaces, youth

Total budget: circuses,
1 support centre
+[- 6.000.000 € per year
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% How is the budget divided?
*
****

. (:,jr.e?t.ignt.and

: : istribution

.. ® R TS €925.783
. (14%) (16%)
. . Festivals

. € 360.000

(6%)

*** International travel costs
* Circus creation spaces €76.255
* €1.497.000 (1%)

(26%) i
*** Development-driven grants for
individual circus artists
Circus centre €83.672
veus @
Youth circuses o

8 €1.325.000 (12%)
’) (23%)
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gIE Chart 3 — Data DCJM - Subsidy figures — Amount awarded per type of subsidy in 2023
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~*  Flemish circus sector today -
O
% a diverse ecosystem
P PO%
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® ® : Circus creation spaces Booking agencies & :
o Youth Circuses § resi N , Circus networks
. residency spaces distribution agencies
* % rous art
* ST artists i Cultural centres Gart Circus centre Fringes of the sector
* companies houses
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4 circus creation
spaces with structural
support

a number of festivals, cultural centers and Kortrijk
youth circuses also offer spaces for ®
training and/or creation l
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Youth circuses with
structural support

® Antwerp
®Herentals
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Flanders may

s ® be a rather small place
Discover circus 5 qeup gee itk ykx

but there is circus to be

experienced all across the
a I I ye a r r o u n d I region and all throug- 3 .'
* hout the year. .
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Whenever you visit 'Gf}defa

Flanders or Brussels, you

can return to this over-
view to find out what's

happening near you.
Hold onto it for future
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Smells Festival Up! - :mi;tm;: sh:ujd Theater aan Zee * Dstend Straattheaterfestival » Beveren

like CGircus #Brussels remain timeless. To read Miramiro «= Ghent CIRK! = Aalst
* Ghent t‘lﬂj“. about the programmes Circus Boelacre = Borgerhout Theater op de Markt » Hasselt
»

% far this year's festivals, Cirque Plus » Bruges Strapatzen » Sint-Pietersleeuw
- I A see the corresponding
festival websites. Zomer van Antwerpen = Antwerpen
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MAD Festival « Antwerp Cirkl = Leuven Sirk Masjiek # Ronse Uitrine
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Flemish circus in facts and figures

8 youth circuses

1 9 youth circuses with structural
support

3 circus companies
with structural support

More than 8 0 more than 2 5 0 circus

circus companies 6 booking agencies &

artists
distribution agencies, without
structural support
2 pedagogical circus
trainings
30 festivals with a strong 1 circus humanities
focus on circus, without 1 ) . )
structural support national service provider for
performing arts heritage (including
circus)
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Flemish circus in facts and figures
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€1.077.000 ¢ 828.000 86 o¢.64 - piications within the

.. total amount of project subsidies yearly amolnt of structura! subsidy type ‘creation and distribution
' for creation and distribution in support for circus companies of a circus production’ were approved
O 2024

x @
*x @

€ 491.641

total amount of project subsidies for
the organisation of circus festivals
in 2024

¥ Fx
E.
*

10.500

'\(GUQ unique participants at 8
g 7 38 TR L ﬂ 1 . 32 5 .000 youth circuses with
structural support,
% 1 9 6 circus companies at yearly amount of of which
Z‘,— u ((\ structural support for o
2 0 Flemish circus festivals in 2023 youth circuses 3 1 /0 over 12 years old
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~*  Landscape Sketch Gircus:
% .  Actors and developments
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. escriptive: Future-oriented:
' . . actors, relationships and dynamics in the trends, developments, needs
entire ecosystem in Flanders and challenges
y ¥
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* A vere measurement Shared development path
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(}(c Us Instrument for sector and organizational development
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Eruch A self-reflection that sets in motion




~*  Sustainable development -
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% . Landscape Sketch Circus
*
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O Professionalisation Safety
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* oy % Working internationally Inclusion

[ 03 06

%Z‘ru <« Space & infrastructure Ecology
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Professionalisation
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Professionalisation in the circus sector is about creating future-proof
careers for artists and organisations, where they can make a living. The
interpretation of professionalisation varies: for an emerging maker it
means something different than for an established circus company, a circus
creation space or a youth circus.

Remuneration

Sustainable careers Funding models
systems
Organisational : :
Advancement Business expertise
models
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Professionalisation

* Financially sustainable careers

Circus professionals combine
IV different roles

Diverse and healthy financing mix
IV for circus organisations

N Staying vigilant for a potential
" Matthew effect

\le, Need for business expertise and
AV knowledge

\ls, The circus sector is a close-knit but
closed network
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Working internationally

Flemish circus actors function in transnational ecosystems:

* companies are internationally composed, tour across borders or go on residency
abroad;

* circus creation spaces and festivals host international companies;

 distribution agencies build a strong (inter)national network;

* programmers go on prospecting abroad;

« youth circuses work with international teachers and organise youth exchanges.

Networks and subsidy " :
>, Employment Composition of companies
opportunities
Creation and distribution Programming Circus education
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Working internationally

Making better use of
international funding
opportunities

law

* The complexity of international

* Sustainability of working

internationally

The ecological footprint of
international mobilities

Sustainable approach in
collaborations

Multilingual approach and
sensitivity to diversity
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Continued development: challenges

Optimalisation of Circus Decree is needed

Human and economic sustainability

Space for circus
Sustainable international strategies

Room for experiment and reflection
Slow progress on perception of circus

Advocacy
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